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This book is the comprehensive guide to Samba administration, officially adopted by the Samba

Team. Wondering how to integrate Samba's authentication with that of a Windows domain? How to

get Samba to serve Microsoft Dfs shares? How to share files on Mac OS X? These and a dozen

other issues of interest to system administrators are covered. A whole chapter is dedicated to

troubleshooting!The range of this book knows few bounds. Using Samba takes you from basic

installation and configuration -- on both the client and server side, for a wide range of systems -- to

subtle details of security, cross-platform compatibility, and resource discovery that make the

difference between whether users see the folder they expect or a cryptic error message.The current

edition covers such advanced 3.x features as:Integration with Active Directory and

OpenLDAPMigrating from Windows NT 4.0 domains to SambaDelegating administrative tasks to

non-root usersCentral printer managementAdvanced file serving features, such as making use of

Virtual File System (VFS) plugins.Samba is a cross-platform triumph: robust, flexible and fast, it

turns a Unix or Linux system into a file and print server for Microsoft Windows network clients. This

book will help you make your file and print sharing as powerful and efficient as possible. The

authors delve into the internals of the Windows activities and protocols to an unprecedented degree,

explaining the strengths and weaknesses of each feature in Windows domains and in Samba

itself.Whether you're playing on your personal computer or an enterprise network, on one note or a

full three-octave range, Using Samba will give you an efficient and secure server.
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This is by far the finest computer book I have ever read. I recommend this book to people wanting to

install and use Samba because no other book, HOWTO, or online forum explains SAMBA so well. I

also recommend this book to people just getting their feet wet with networking because it

comprehensively examines both Linux and Windows networking issues in an extremely easy to

read, step-by-step way.This book has screen shots -- a lot of them. This book has examples -- a lot

of them. This book has very easily followed writing that tells you how to set up your Linux and

Windows machines and how to get Samba going. The book sits down with you, rolls up your

sleeves, and shows you how to progress in a way that yeilds desired results -- Samba installs and

works on your network! It blends instruction with just the right amount of background explanation

without forcing you to read page after page of useless, smothering detail. A lot of authors would be

well advised to achieve this kind of balance in computer books and darn few succeed. I had my

Windows box talking to my Linux box via Samba in just a day. I spent about 2 weeks going over the

book and studying my existing Windows network before making any software changes

whatsoever.This book offers a comprehensive networking fault tree people new to networking will

find extremely useful. Follow this fault tree and you will be able to correct general networking

problems as well as specific Samba problems. When I had networking problems back when I first

got into Linux with Red Hat 6.0, I could have fixed them with this book's fault tree. It would have

saved me hours of frustration to have worked through this book's fault tree.

Samba is one of the wonders of the Open source movement. A small bunch of guys in out of the

way Canberra, Australia develop a product that emulates a Windows Server Message Block (SMB)

server. They do such a good job that within a couple of years they have sponsors assisting

programmers around the world in bringing out a product that does a better job than anything

Microsoft offers.I've installed Samba in a number of different environments and used it both as a

server and client. I wish I'd had this book. It does a good job of explaining how to set it all up, get it



running and maintain it. Nothing else does as good a job. While you can (probably) install and run

Samba using just the online manuals you will find it a lot easier if you buy this book. It certainly

saves me a lot of time.It is well written, easy to read, thorough and well paced. It contains a large

number of examples and goes through the almost monolithic smb.conf file till it feels like an old

friend.While it does cover some of the underlying network protocols it does not unnecessarily dwell

on them, it is a good mix of explanation and getting your hands dirty examples.The book is well

structured, starting with simple configurations and proceeding through to complex ones involving

printers, domain controllers and the like. A marvelous way to learn, at the same time it is easy to

find particular snippets of information when you require them. I find Appendices C (a configuration

option quick reference) and D (a summary of the command line options for the daemons) and the

fault tree in Chapter 9 particularly useful.I would recommend this book to everyone who wishes to

integrate Samba into a Windows environment, regardless if it is a small home network or an entire

office building.
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